History of Kenilworth Croquet Club

Kenilworth Croquet Club came late to the historic town of Kenilworth but its activities are now firmly in the area’s sporting calendar. Progress made since the Club was formed in 1989 bears witness to the enthusiasm and ambition of a small team of pioneers.
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In 1989 the original founders - Doug Taylor, then the President of Kenilworth Lawn Tennis & Squash Club, and nine other members of the Club were presented with a unique opportunity. The Tennis Club, having extensively invested in resurfacing its playing areas, had left two grass courts redundant. It was on these foundations that the first lawn was created and croquet commenced in 1989 with a series of coaching sessions by Chris Hudson of the Croquet Association.

It was inevitable that if the Club was to attract more members and to be able to enter tournaments a second lawn was needed. This started from scratch in April 1995 with members led by Peter Dennis toiling with machines and physical "blood, sweat and tears" to remove an encroaching embankment, clearing the ground and spreading 100 tons of top soil. After much raking and levelling, grass seed was sown just twelve months later and the lawn was opened for play in August 1996.

Peter Dennis (who has now retired) successfully introduced a continuous planned maintenance and improvement programme which has resulted in the lawns being recognised as being of a high standard and equal to the best in the Greater Midlands area.

Ray Clipson took over as lawn manager in 2008 and has aims to continue improving the playing surface of the lawns
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The Club is in the West Midlands Federation Leagues and members compete for a range of trophies.

The Croquet Club benefits from the extensive facilities of the Kenilworth Lawn Tennis & Squash Club. It was recognised that, to cater for a growing number of members and events, a pavilion adjacent to the lawns was essential. Members embarked upon a programme to design, make and construct a pavilion and this was completed in 2000.

The Club is determined to maintain this continuous development into the future.
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2. Removing the clay from the whole lawn area. 
Doug Taylor/Roger Tribe/John Kelly/Bill Sidebottom and an Aussi mate.
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3. The bank has been dug out and still more clay. October 1995
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4. Doug and the Aussie, still smiling.
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6. Denis (former groundsman) and Peter loading and barrowing top soil.
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7. The level pegs and lines required to achieve a "true" playing surface.
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8. The lonely worker raking and levelling "forever" - a tedious job.
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9. Peter - a dedicated raker extraordinaire
.
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10. James Ward using the back of the rake to "fine tune" the levelling.
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12. Doug Taylor giving the lawn the 1st cut in October 1995 - brilliant .. (note lawn No 2 scarified and top dressed at the end of the season).
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[bookmark: _GoBack]13. Doug and Peter ..grass miraculously appeared! Job done! Oct 1995
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The Construction of Lawn No 1 (contd)

250 pegs were put i b Peter patienty ssisted il & then evelled
togive aflat playing area

Lines were then strung over the pegs o break the area down info
smaller areas & fo act as a femplate for raking the fop soi 1o the
finished surface

This process went on daily over several weeks before finally being
deemed to be ready for seeding

During this fime David Taylor was to be seen *heeling" over the whole
areato compact the topsoil - an enormous fask

Finally the grass seed was "cast” by Doug in both directions with Peter
raking afterwards starfing @ 8.0am & finishing @ 6.0pm (a mechanical
spreader was beyond our financicl means?)
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The Construction of Lawn No 1 (contd)

Two weeks later there was a bright green sward 1o beold & such

a contrast from the months of seeing clay and stoney top soil
During the germination period there was a serious dry period

which spelled disaster

Problem was Solved when Peter approached the Leamington Fire
Service. which resulted in the fire fender arriving early one morning
& the crew running out the hoses 1o flood the lawn area until well
under water

‘There was only a small membership but all fook part & whilst
tediously hard work the achievement of creating
‘anew lawn was very rewarding
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The Construction of Lawn No 1

Tn order for the Croquet Club 1o atfract more members Doug
Taylor Bl Sidebottom & Peter Dennis made the decision that
asecond lawn was essential
Peter accepted the task of “masterminding" this huge project carried
out on a limited budget
Work commenced in October ‘94 with the first job of digging out the
encroaching_embankment fo make room for a full sized lawn
Peter spending hours daily using a mini excavator with the small band
of helpers wheeling barrows of clay across fo the pond adjacent fo
the car park
Adverse weather condifions & “that clay’ meant "blood sweat & fears”
was the order of the day (a mini bulldozer was all but lost in the clay)
100 ton of top soil (poor quality & soney) was then barrowed spread
&roughly levelled




image4.jpg




image5.jpg




